Harttia merevari, a new species of loricariid catfish, is described from eight specimens captured in the upper Caura River, Orinoco River basin, Venezuela. The new species is recognized by the following combination of characters: abdomen naked; two or three preanal plates; a bony plate before each branchial opening; seven lateral plates between the pectoral and pelvic fins; maxillary barbel short and attached to the oral disk by a fleshy fold; head dorsal surface and anterior portion of the body light or dark yellow with numerous, round black spots; posterior region of the body light or dark yellow with five black transverse bands, dorsal central area of the two anterior bands diffused. The discovery of this new species extends the distribution of the genus northwest to include the Orinoco River basin on the northern slope of the Guyana shield.
Introduction
During two expeditions to the Caura River, Bolívar State (IZT UCV-FMNH, 1993 and AquaRAP, 2000) , specimens were captured representing a new species of loricariid catfish of the genus Harttia Steindachner (1877) . Harttia belongs to the Harttiini of the Loricariinae (Boeseman, 1971; Isbrücker, 1980) and the type species is H. loricariformis (type locality: Paraíba do Sul River, southeastern Brazil). The only known species from Venezuela is Harttia platystoma (Günther, 1868) , which is restricted to the Cuyuní River basin (MachadoAllison et al., 2000) .
While placement of species within the Harttiini is relatively unambiguous (e.g., Boeseman, 1971 Boeseman, , 1976 Isbrücker, 1975 Isbrücker, , 1980 Isbrücker, , 2001 Isbrücker & Nijssen, 1979 , in Isbrücker, 1979 Oyakawa, 1993; Langeani et al., 2001; Rapp Py-Daniel & Oliveira, 2001; and Ferraris, 2003 ) the recognition of genera and assignment of species to a genus has been controversial (e.g., recognition of Cteniloricaria Isbrücker & Nijssen, 1979 or Quiritixys Isbrücker et al. 2001 
as distinct from Harttia).
We agree with Rapp Py-Daniel & Oliveira (2001) and recognize 21 previously described species of Harttia (Table 1) .
In this paper Harttia merevari is described from the upper Caura River, Bolívar State, Venezuela. The presence of this new species of Harttia in the Venezuelan portion of the Guyana Shield elevates the number of Harttia species to 22, and increases the northwestern geographic distribution boundary for the genus.
Materials and Methods
The specimens used in this work are deposited at the following ichthyological collections: Museo de Biología de la Universidad Central de Venezuela, Colección de Peces (MBUCV-V) and Field Museum of Natural History (FMNH). Measurements and counts are those described by Boeseman (1971) . The measurements were taken with a digital caliper. Counts, observations, and drawings of external morphology were done using a stereoscopic microscope. Comparisons of external morphology and morphometric and meristic data were carried out using original descriptions plus specimens of Harttia from FMNH and specimens of H. platystoma and H. guianensis deposited at MBUCV.
Harttia merevari, new species
Figs. Coloration. Dorsal region of head and anterior part of body light or dark yellow with many black spots. Posterior region of body light or dark yellow with five transverse black bands; first two bands with diffused central portion (Fig. 1) . Ventral region of head and body whitish. Dorsal, pectoral and pelvic fins with rectangular or square black blotches on rays; interradial membranes hyaline. Dorsal, pectoral and pelvic fin spines with four, five and four black blotches, respectively. Anal fin uniform whitish or yellow. Caudal fin with four black blotches on rays, and two transverse black bands. Anterior transverse band wide and well defined near base of middle rays; posterior band thin and weakly defined. Distal border of caudal fin hyaline
Habitat. Harttia merevari was captured very close to the top of Salto Pará (Fig. 3) , a 50 m fall that separates the Caura River into upper and lower faunal sections (Chernoff et al., 2003) .
The specimens were captured on and among relatively large rocks with flat surfaces, very near shore. The water was transparent with flow from fast to very fast. Podostemataceas were growing on the rocks. The depth at the colleting site was 1.5 meters on average.
Etymology. The species-group name, merevari, is the Ye-kuana name for the Caura River, and is treated here as a noun in apposition.
Comparisons. The largest known specimen of H. merevari is 99.4 mm SL and this specimen as well as all other paratypes, which are smaller, have a naked abdomen. There is no evidence of plate development over the abdomen. The lack of (Pellegrin, 1908) French Guyana covered H. garavelloi Oyakawa, 1993 S.E. Brazil naked H. gracilis Oyakawa, 1993 S.E. Brazil naked H. guianensis Rapp-Py Daniel & Oliveira, 2001 French Guyana naked H. kronei Miranda Ribeiro, 1908 S.E. Brazil naked H. leiopleura Oyakawa, 1993 S. E. Brazil naked H. longipinna Langeani, Oyakawa & Montoya-Burgos, 2001 S.E. Brazil covered H. loricariformis Steindachner, 1877 S.E. Brazil naked H. maculata (Boeseman, 1971) (Oyakawa, 1993; Langeani et al., 2001) . In juveniles of H. torrenticola preanal plates are absent, adults have preanal plates but they are circular in shape, sparse, and reduced in number from 2 to 4 (Oyakawa, 1993) . Harttia gracilis and H. loricariformis have two trapezoidal preanal plates, and 3 or 4 small plates anterior to those (Steindachner, 1877; Oyakawa, 1993 Geographic Distribution. Harttia species are primarily distributed in the Amazon River basin and southeastern Brazil, but a few including the new species are found in the Guianas and the Orinoco River basin (Table 1) . Harttia merevari extends the northwestern distribution of the genus to the northwestern slope of the Guyana shield draining into the Orinoco basin, being the first species to be recorded in this area (Fig.  3) (Steindachner, 1877; A. Miranda Ribeiro, 1908; P. Miranda Ribeiro, 1939; Oyakawa, 1993; Langeani et al., 2001) There is no particular distributional pattern among the species with or without naked abdomens; representatives of both groups are found along the Guyana shield and the southeastern region of Brazil.
